WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

28 June 1972 =

The Honorable Les Aspin
House of Representatives

‘j Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Aspin:

The Congressional Record of June 27, 1972, carries a letter

 addressed to me by you announcing your release of ''substantial new

evidence that indicates U. S, pilots flying CIA operated hehcopters have |
been smuggling opm.m. inside Laos,"

I have yet to receive your letter. Pendmg its receipt, however, I
shall begin a thorough investigation of this alleged 'new evidence' and

.. will advise you in due course of the results. In this connection, I call
- to yourattention the testimony of Mr. Nelson Gross, Senior Advisor to

the Secretary of State and Coordinator for International Narcotics Matters,
before the Congressional Inquiry Regarding International INarcotics Traffic
on June 9, 1972. He there quoted the Air America Managing Director's
statement that Mr. Alfred McCoy's allegation before the Foreign Opera~-
tions Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee that Air Amer-
ica aircraft have been transporting opium in Northern Laos on a regular
basis is ''utterly and absolutely false, "

In the interim, I wish to reiterate strongly what I have said publicly

,to the American Society of Newspaper Editors:

'"There is the arrant nonsense that the Central Intelligence Agency
is somehow involved in the world drug traffic. We are not. As
fathers, we are as concerned about the lives of our children and
grandchildren as are all of you., As an Agency, in fact, we are
heavily engaged in tracing the foreign roots of the drug traffic for
the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. ' We hope we are
helping with a solution; we know we are not contra.butmg to the
problem. " :
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In addition, you will have no doubt noticed in the Congressional Record
of June 2, 1971, that Congressman Charles Gubser cited a letter from
Mz, John Ingersoll, Director of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs, attesting to the fact that this Agency has taken a great number of
. steps against the narcotics trade. Further, we have issued the strongest
instructions, and have most vigorously enforced them, to prohibit any
inadvertent use of CIA facilities by narcotics smugglers,

: In the light of these well-established positions, we find it disappoint=

ing to be subjected to the type of public allegation represented by graduate
student McCoy's assertions of 'new evidence, ' the innuendo in which can
only dishearten CIA personnel of honor and integrity working against this
nefarious trade. ' :

I have taken the liberty of sending a copy of this letter to Congress~
man Gubser because of his interest in these matters. .

Sincerely,

Richard Helms
-Director
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IMr. Speaker:

Once again there has been an upsurge in charges alleging direct
CIA involvement in drug traffic in Southeast Asia. These allégations have
proven false in the past. Last year I personally looked into similar charges
and I satisfied myself that they were without substance. Moreover, in
April 1971, Mr. Richard Helms, Director of Ceﬁtral Ilqtellige.hce, made a
public categorical denial of Agency involvement in drug traffic before the
American Society lof Newspaper Editors. He has personally‘reafﬁrmﬁed
| this denial to me. What the facts actually demonstrated was that the CIA
is cooperating closely with other Government agencies in a concerted effort
to curb the world drug traffic. The efforts of these U.S. agencies are
designed to persuade countries, which for centuries have accepted the growth
or loca‘l consumption of illicit drugs, to take stringent steps against such
pra.c'tices.v They are also cooperating to eliminate the flow of these drugs
into the U.S. |

Most recently, Mr., Alfred McCoy, a graduate student .who is about to
publish a book on the drug traffic in Southeast Asié,, has made the same charges
against the CIA, In early June, he aired his charges before a Senate subcommittee

and received considerable 3publicity'. - Immediately after.Mr. McCoy's testimony,
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Mr. Nelson Gross, Senior Advisor to the Secretary of State and Coordinator
for International Narcotics Matters, publicly and in detail refuted Mr. McCoy's
charges. I regret that these allegations have been given further publicity in

a statement by a member of this body when he published in the Congressional

Record of June 27, a letter he has directed to Mr, Helms, requesting an
investigation of the allegations made by Mr. McCoy.

[ AQ\M&’
Mr, Speaker, the Director H&L&atel&rgenwh&sﬁegoﬂeaﬂy

¢ denied élarges that CIA has been involved in the drug trafflcé’ Ehis has been
confirmed by other senior U.S. Government officials., There has been no
substance to the charges that have been leveled and it is most regretable
that the CIA must be the continual target of abtactic which serves to_under- .,
mine positive efforts that are being taken under difficult circumstances to

curb drug trafficking, Those few who promote false-accusations to the contrary

" undermine the good work that is being done and the personal integrity of

_ FLSAAAIA
' : " high officials of our Government. I can eategorieaIy-staterto the members of

this body and all American citizens that our Government is committed 100%

to solving the drug problem.

" Mz, Speaker, while it is unfortunate that these old charges have heen
.bublicly aired again, I believe that Mr., Helms' letter of 28 June on this subject

shou_ld also be included in the Record.
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- Apropos, the spirit

in our own country, we stond in greater
need of whot wo call consclence, Order 9
Heaven's first law; the Universe, with the
infinity of celestinl bodies, 18 regulated by

law nnd meaintained in order, The humal -
~ ereature on our own planet—as well as those

which may inhabit any Ilike orbs-—I15 en=
dowed with tho faculty of roason; with foith,
that 18 to say, rensonod hopo; with the bellefl
of the pure in henrt
fmmortal heing.

“IInts off to the past, and coats off to the
future,” must yet be tho homely slogan,

1 believe that mirth and music are mate-
rial gifts from Heaven to Man, in compensa-

. tlon for the tragedies of life. Good thought

and conduct constitute good morals. Evil 18
the exnct opposite, I we transgross, we fre
punished, in one wey or another.

All the qualities of humanity that are pos«
sessed of hope, falth, courage, diligence, rea=
son, love of home and country, vision and
noble ideals, must be excrcised as indispen=
gnable labors in humanity’s torward march,
of reverence and the
Church must perform thelr necessary rolesd,

These observitions are indeed trite. The
multiplication toble 15 trite, but reliance on
the mathemaotics of Newton took the Astro-
nouts to the moon, and thru the volds of

Bpace, .

Our Baronial Order—whose members ara
decendonts of sureties of AD. 1216, has great
opportunity for noble and patriotic service.
It has also great responsibility, and, I be-

lleve, 1s meeting its obligations with fine-

dispatch.

The Mogna Charto 18 lengthy Instru-
ment of 61 articles. On June 13, 1215, 1t wag
adopted to hold in restraint, s cruel, despotic
King John of England, Twenty-five sureties
were named from the roster of Barons, to
rogquire the arbitrary King to pay nllegiance
to tho Grent Charter,
fits and property and otber rights to the
Barons, as well as the peoplo in general.

Under the benefits conferred by Meapgne
Charta, England, and the course of civil and
religlous liberty mado lasting propgress.

The next groat document of Iberty wos
the Mayflower Compact, adopted In Novems=
per 1620 by the Pilgrims In Cape Cod Harbot.
Tt wns brief, but of essentlal charncter. It
provided, in simple words, & comprehensive,
orgonio and formal insrtument enabling the
establishment of Piimoth Platrtation—on the
Piymouth Rock site, binding equally on alll
and nssuring total equality, and to make all
necded laws. Under it, the Pligrims Hved and
prospered, with complete civil and religlous
lverty.

This modest compact proved to be the
acorn which rooted and grew to the great oak
of owr Constitutional government, which we
must uphold and gustain, )

in conclusion, let mo say, 08 did Tiny Thn
in the immortal Christmas Story of Dickens,
“Lord blcss us all, each and everyonel”

CIA EMUGGLES OPTUM |

]-:w SPEAKER pro tempore. Under b

clhicoplers have been smuggling opium

previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from Wisconsin (Mr. AspiN) is rec-
ognized for 6 minutes,

Mr. ASPIN. Mr. Speaker,
e today substanti

m releas-
b

[ WY

Tﬂ[lb‘ LAY N
What élus new evidence indicates 1s

that U.S. pilots using U.8.~owned planes
are illegally smuggling opium in Loos,
some of which has almost certainly been
sold to U.8, GI's in Southeast Asia and
some of which has almost certainly been
smuggled into llicit U8, drug markets.

I am reicasing today o lelter whioch I
Dave modived from Alfved MoGoy, aus
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that the soul shall have,

which relates to benes,

thor of & forthcoming book on beroin
trafle in Southeast Asia, which details

_ the allegation of United States and CIA

complicity in drug traflic. If these allega~

in fostering the drug traflic that ruins the
lives of tens of thousands of Americans.
According to the information Mr,
McCoy has given me, g Lagblan dislrich
chic 10 _olber-aliclals. bhaye Lold i
That American helicoplers flew Meo gl
Teors anto Lootayg vilages WhHek
< purchased _opiuil. 1’Ieopiun_was 2lsQ
transporied_oub by Americail yilols 2
1

redly reincd inte morpline ad oxsi-

funlly LaLal.
The Meo tribesmen, as many of my

colleagues know, had becn recruited by
the CIA and form ‘s mercenary army
which fights the Pathet Lao Communist
guerrillas, For the Mco, oplum is consid~
erizi ag imxl)(ortanb cash t):ro§). i
. Speaker, T have asked CIATD recto
Richard Helms Lo thorough! m
Ir. MeCoys allegations, Since Mr. Me=
Coy oblained his miormation lato last
sununer it is imperative to determine
whether this kind of drug traflicking is
still going on. A principal, unanswered
question which the CIA must resolve is
“At what level in the CIA were ofliclals
aware of this illicit drug traflic?” -

It is also becoming increasingly clear, -

Mr. Speaker, that the Nixon administra-
tion is covering up and contradicting
itself about the importance of heroin
traffic in Southeast Asia. After Mr. Mec-
Coy testified before a Senate committee
last month the State Department termed
his charges about the involvement of
Government officlals in Southeast Asia
as “unsubstantiated.” However, the U.Ss.
Avmy Provost Marshal reported in 1071
that high ranking members of the South

. Vietnamese Government were in the top
“zone” of the four-tiered heroin traflie
pyramid.

Mr. McCoy, quite rightly, also disputes
the State Department’s claim that
sgoutheast Asia 1s not a major source of

. heroin on our market.” This statement
by the State Department directly con=
trodicts a General Accounting Office re~
port which states that:

The Far Enst Is the sccond principal source
of horoin entering the U.8.

Mr. Spenker, it 1s imperative to deter-' :

‘mine whether the CIA 1s still involved in
opium traflic and who was responsible for

tho nlleged involvement of the CIA with:

the opium growers of Laos. .
My letter to Mr. Helms follows: )
HouskE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
) Washington, D.G, June 27, 1972,
My, Riciiann HELMS,
Dircctor, Central Intelligence Agency,
Washington, D.C. .
Dean Mn. Hrnms: I am publlely releasing
todoy substontinl new evidence that indi-
cates that U.S. pilots flying CIA-operated
helicopters have been smuggling oplum in=
side Lnos. These nllegations are contained in.
a letter and ndditional informstion that I
have recelved from Mr, Alfred McCoy, asuthor
of n forthcoming book on heroin trafloc In
Boutheast Asin. If these allegntions are true,
then the OIA is implicated in fostering the
drug trafMo that ruine the lives of tens of
thousands of Amerioans.

I am WIIHNG to you todsy to request thed

tions are true, then the CIA s implicated .

JDIAnca 16 Lonp: Liene, Tho CIA hicadquars
T IR U e TGN [ wasolse OV RELIEF
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you thoroughly investigate Mr. McCoy's nlie-

gations. Since Mr, McCoy obtained his In- -

formation last summer, 1t 18 imperative to
dotermine whether this kind of drug trafick-
ing is still going on. A principal unanswered
question which the CIA must resolve ia: “At
what lovel In the CIA were oflicials aware of
this Aliicit drug tramc?"”, )

I hope that you will report to me {n full
tho results of your investigation.
. Thenk you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

' Lins ASPIN,
Membcr of Qongress. !

ROONEY REQUESTS HALF BiLLION
OF FLOOD RAVAGED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under &
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. ROONEY) 18
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROONEY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
Speaker, in the wake of probably the
most destructive flood in America’s his-
tory I have today announced that I will

. request an additional half billion dollars

in TFederal funds for relef In the five
States which have been declared disaster
areas by President Nixon.

The $92.5 million now available to the
States in the President’s disaster relief
fund will not begin to compensate the
losses suffered by the five States. It
Pennsylvania were to receive the entire
$92.5 million 1t would cover only about 10
percent of the cost of putting the State
back together.

1 have introduced legislation to provide
relief funds in the amount of one-half
billion dollars to the States which have
been declared disaster areas by the Presi-
dent. This money would be disbursed by
the Office of Emergency Preparcdness
whose primary function is tho adminis-
tration of the President's disaster reltef
fund, In past crises involving disaster
areas In several States OEP has appor-
4ioned financial aid to the States accord-
ing to the amount

fair and realistic method of tackling the
massive cleanup job ahead.

Pennsylvania, hardest hit by the flood-
ing by & wide margin, would receive the
lion’s share of the supplemental appro-
priation, and Florida, having the least
amount of damage of the five States,
would receive the smallest portion. The
remaining money would be distributed by
OEP to Virginia, Maryland, and New
York.

Other Members and I of the Pennsyl-
vanin delegation will meet with Governor
Shapp today to discuss the crippling ef-
fects of the flood.

1 hope to explore all avenues of Federal
assistance with the Governor and arrive

at some concrete goals with regard to -

the needs of the stricken Pennsylvania
rcommunities.

BEEF PRODUCERS GET SHORT END
OF BTICK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under &
previous order of the House, the gentle«
man from Kansas (Mr. SxusiTz) 1s rece

. ognized for 10 minutes,

Mr, SKUBITZ. Mr, Bpeaker, in my

“opinion the action e President Yk o

st e R i e T =

of damage sustained -.
in the respective States. This is the only -
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